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Agenda

 FAFSA Updates, Changes, and Challenges

* October 1st and Prior Prior Year (PPY)

* Determining Dependency Status

 Definition of a Parent for the FAFSA

* Verification Requirements

« Counseling Undocumented and DACA Students
* Changes in Federal and State Financial Aid
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FAFSA Updates,
Changes, and
Challenges
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2017-18 FAFSA Changes

— FAFSA filing date begins October 1st, 2016
— FAFSA will use prior-prior year (PPY)

FAFSA Year File FAFSA on or |Tax Year

After Reported on
FAFSA

2015-2016 January 1, 2015 2014
2016-2017 January 1, 2016 2015
October 1, 2016 2015
October 1, 2017 2016




Timeline Changes and

Challenges for Schools
e e e ey

« U.S. Department of Education has requested schools do not
change (move up) ‘on-time’ application deadlines for 2017-18

* Without ‘first come, first served’ policies, how will schools manage
their resources?

 Avalilability of Pell Grant Charts and campus-based
allocations

« Availability of Oregon Opportunity Grant information

« Avalilability of finalized tuition and fee amounts for the 2017-18
academic year

« Scholarship donors may not change their notification
schedules

ASFAA
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PPY Changes & Challenges

e S
Pros Cons

- Taxes already filed; noneed * Two-year-old data may no
longer reflect family’s

to estimate or update current financial sifuation
FAFSA * More special

» Finalized award offers may circumstances submitted
be available earlier to schools

* Fewer applicants selected « Potential confusion
for verification - Past: Use of 2015 income

* More time for students to y Ptretsent: asset? tahnd dmartirt}al
consider financial aid offers EAFSALS flod = oY e
and make college decisions « Future: family size and

number in college is between
7/1/17-6/30/18
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The FAFSA asks for marital status as of the day you fill it out, but it asks for income
and tax return information from 2015. Therefore, your marital status may be
different than it was when you filed your tax return.

What if my current spouse is different from the spouse listed on
my 2015 tax return?

« If you filed a joint tax return for 2015 but you are no longer married
when you fill out the FAFSA, you will need to subtract your former
spouse’s tax return information to correctly answer the FAFSA questions only

about yourself,

«If you did not file a joint tax return for 2015 but you are married
when you fill out the FAFSA, you will need to add your current spouse’s
2015 tax return information to correctly answer the FAFSA questions about

yourself and your current spouse.

What if my marital status as of today is different than the
marital status reported on my 2015 tax return?

If you filed a joint tax return for 2015 but you are married to a different person
when you fill out the FAFSA, you will need to subtract your former spouse’s tax
return information, and then add your current spouse’s 2015 tax return information
to correctly answer the FAFSA questions about yourself and your current spouse.

What if I am recently widowed?
If you recently became widowed, you'll need to subtract the tax return information
for your spouse to correctly answer the FAFSA questions only about yourself.



Determining
Dependency Status
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What Makes a Student

Independent?
e e e ey

 Born before January 1, 1994 (age 24)
 Married
 (Graduate or professional student

On active service in the US Armed Forces
or a veteran of the US Armed Forces

* Provide more than one half of the support
for applicant’s children or other dependents

ASFAA
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What Makes a Student

Independent?
e e e ey

 Orphans

Wards of the court or in foster care (after age 13)
Emancipated minors (requires a court order)

* In alegal guardianship (requires a court order)

 Homeless or self supporting and at risk of being
nomeless

 As determined by agency specified in FAFSA
instructions

* Decision determined by Financial Aid Administrator

-
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Do | Have to Provide My Parents' Information on the
Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA")?

Do | need to provide

Wil you bie 24 or oéder by Bec. 31

my parenis’ - I —

Wil you be working toward 2 saster's of
doctorate degree truch as MA, MBA, Yes
WD, 10, PRD. EAD. sic)? H

Are you mamied or separated Yes

Information on my o

Do you havo children who noeive mone ¥
than I of ihedr suppeet from you? a5

F FS 7 Bo you mmmmm
!l !' mwﬂ-nom you and rective Yes
made than hadl of their support froes you T
- No

At 2oy limse since you turmed age 13, were both of

parents deceased, ware you Im foster cane, or were you a Yae
ward or dependent of the court?
Hre you an emancipated minos or are you in 3 fegal Yes
guardianship 35 seleimined by a courl?
Are you an unacsompanied y wwhlshnduau Ye
o2 supprtingand 1 sk f B0 hom .
E Are you cusrently serving on active -
srree | duty inthe WS, anmed forcas for Yes
pUrposes othar than training?
= yeS %‘ <
Are you 3 veseran of the U5, ansed forces? Jf Yes
Nao
You may be 3 Vi
- Or - Dependent Student Indepenc :S'L!i!E".‘.
H ngne of the criteria listed abave apply fo I yoa angwered rcnn any of these
‘o, ol My 4 Edriditered 3 depandedt aitinns, thea you Bay b an Fdesendent

Stutent and may B Praued (o previde your
parents’ financiat information when
campleting the FATSA.

stadent. You may Aot ba-required 1o previde
parental inforsation on yaur FAFSA.

INDEPENDENT - no

Jeral Student Aid | nas vy StudentAid. gov



Dependency Information Resource
https://studentaid.ed.qgov/sa/fafsalfilling-out/dependency

Prepare for College Types of Aid Who Gets Aid FAFSA: Applying for Aid How to Repay Your Loans

Home » FAFSA: Applying for Aid » Filling Out the FAFSA » Dependency Status

For purposes of applying for federal student aid, what's the difference between a dependent student
and an independent student?

Read the definitions, find out who has to provide parent information on the FAFSA®, and learn what to do if
you aren’t in contact with your parents.

Your dependency status determines whose information you must report on the Free Application for
Federal Student Aid (FATSA®).

Quick Links
? Reporting Parent Information

> How Aid is Calculated

o If you're a dependent student, you will report your and your parents’ information. > Estirmate Veur Ad
» If you're an independent student, you will report your own information (and, if yow're married, your > Basic Eligibility Criteria
spouse’s).

The federal student aid programs are based on the concept that it is primarily your and your

Resources
familyv’s resnonsihilitv to nav for vonr education And hecanse a denendent stiident is assiimed to

LASFAA
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Dependency Overrides

* Financial aid administrators have the authority
to change a student’s filing status from
dependent to independent

» Student must present documentation of the
situation

« Special circumstances:
* Abuse at home
« Abandonment by parents

OASFAA : ?:E
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Dependency Overrides

* NOT considered special circumstances:

* Parents don't claim student on taxes

« Student does not live with parents and supports self
» Parents don’t want to help pay for college

» Parents refuse to provide information for FAFSA

OASFAA ; éE
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Dependency Overrides

Documentation from a third party:
* Teacher
« Social worker
« Member of clergy
« Court system
« Law enforcement

OASFAA ; éE
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No Access to Parental

Information

 FAFSA asks whether student will provide
parental data

* |If no, student indicates he or she meets special
circumstances criteria

» Student can submit FAFSA without parent
information

 FAFSA will have reject code

« Student needs to work with the school to complete
application

OASFAA : ?:E
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Parents Refuse to Provide

Information
I

Student indicates situation on FAFSA,
choosing option that he or she is applying only
for an unsubsidized loan

Student submits FAFSA without parental
information

EFC not calculated

Student must contact the school regarding
documentation and a decision

OASFAA : ?:E
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Who Is A Parent?

LASFAA
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Who Is A Parent?

* Biological parents
* Adoptive parents

« Stepparents, if they are married to the
student’s biological or adoptive parent

OASFAA : ‘?!E
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Who Is Not A Parent?

* Foster parents

* Legal guardians who have not adopted the
student

* Any relatives (including grandparents) who
have not adopted the student

» Stepparents who have not adopted the student
and who would be the only person providing
parental information

ASFAA
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Unmarried and Married:

Who are The Parents?
T e e e

* Never married, living separately: Include the
legal custodial parent only

* Never married, living together: Include both
legalparents (note: do not include domestic
partners who are not the student’s parent)

* Married: Include both parents or legal parent
and stepparent

ASFAA
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Separated, Divorced, Remarried:
Who is The Parent?

1. Who did the student live with more during the
past 12 months? NONE/EQUAL, then

2. Who provided the most support in the past 12
mMonths? NONE/EQUAL, then

3. Who provided the most support during the most
recent year that student actually received
support?

Remember, include information for stepparent if
currently married to The Parent.

ASFAA

Oregon Association of Student Financial Aid Administrators



Verification
Requirements
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Verification Requirements

* Process by which the U.S. Department of Education
through the financial aid office confirms information
provi etd by students and families on the FAFSA is
accurate

« Students can be selected for verification by the
Department of Education or the college

* ltems to be verified will vary, but typically include:

 Number of Household Members
* Number in college

ASFAA



Alternative to IRS Data Retrieval

Tool
T e e e

Tax Return Tax Return Transcript
NOT ACCEPTABLE ACCEPTABLE

"I'T.hJ.-rm-.h.-IJn-.]l!"n'l—-..u------__ —r




IRS.gov

Subscriptions w | Language v | Information For.. w

mIRS Search 0. Advanced

Filing  Payments Refunds  Crediis & Deductions  News & Events  Forms & Pubs  Help & Resources for Tax Pros

Get Your -

File Your }
Refund Status

Pay Your ’
Tax Return

IRS.gov
Tax Bill }
n.

En Espaiiol

o o

Filing & Payment
where Srefund?

Forms and Pubs Hot Topics

» 1040 y Pub 15 » Get answers to your tax questions A ppbefarareankng payment plan

» 1040E7 » Pub 17 * What to do with a notice or letter ffﬂﬂﬂf@
» WA » W-T » [TIN renewal » ApplyTor an employer 10 number '

» W-9 ¥ Tax Table » Matify us of an address change » Change your tax withholding @
» 1099-MISC  » Find Forms » Affordable Care Act ¥ Check status of your amended return

» More ... » More ... » More ... ,*.FTPS'
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EHIRS

Fiing  Payments

Employess
Self-Employed
International Taxpayers
Military

Parents

Seniors & Retirees

Students

Subscriptions « | Language

Search

Refunds  Credits & Deductions  News & Events  Forms & Pubs  Help & Resources

Get Transcript v0s

Get a record of your past tax retuns, also referred to as transcripts. IRS transcripts are often used
to validate income and tax filing status for mortgage applications, student and small business loan
applications, and during tax preparation.

You can download and print your transcript immediately, or request the transcript be mailed to your
address on record.

Get Transcript = Get Transcriptby 3L
Bt

ONLINE $= MAIL
« \iew and print your transcript immediately. « Transcripts arrive in 5 to 10 business days.
* Choose among Tax Return, Tax Account, +« Choose from either a Tax Retum or Tax
Record of Account, or Wage and Income Account.
transcripts or a Verification of Monfiling » Transcript by Mail is available en Espaniol.
Letter.

» Meed help? More information about Get
Transcript Online.

Information For...

Q, Advanced

for Tax Pros
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Counseling
Undocumented & DACA
Students
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What Does It Mean?

 Undocumented: Individual lacks the documents
required for immigration or legal residence

* DACA ( Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals):
Allows certain undocumented immigrants to the
United States who entered the country before their
16th birthday and before June 2007 to receive a
renewable two-year work permit and exemption
from deportation

 Both statuses (undocumented and DACA) are
ineligible for federal financial aid programs

ASFAA
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Undocumented Parents

* Eligibility for federal financial aid depends on the
student’s citizenship status

« Parents’ undocumented status usually does not affect
student’s eligibility to apply for certain types of aid (i.e.
FAFSA)

« May not borrow under the Federal Direct Parent PLUS loan

« May not obtain an FSA ID; therefore, FAFSA signature page
must be signed and mailed to the Federal Student Aid
Programs

« Undocumented parents may enter 000-00-0000 for
’I[:heirSSociaI Security Number on their eligible student’s
AFSA

-
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18 States Currently Allow In-State Tuition
for Undocumented Students

« California * New Jersey
e Colorado  New Mexico
e Connecticut  New York

* Florida « Oklahoma

* lllinois * Oregon

« Kansas  Rhode Island
* Maryland * Texas
 Minnesota « Utah

* Nebraska » Washington

OASFAA : ‘?!E
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6 States Currently Have Provisions Allowing
State Financial Aid for Undocumented Students

 California

* Minnesota

* New Mexico
* Oregon

* Texas

* Washington

ASFAA
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Oregon Student Aid Application
(ORSAA)

 Available now at oregonstudentaid.org

 Undocumented students
 DACA students

* Determines eligibility for state-administered
programs
* Oregon Opportunity Grant (OOG)
* Oregon Promise
« Some OSAC scholarships

ASFAA
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Financial Aid from Colleges and

Universities
I

* |[nstitutional scholarships, grants, or loans
* May be based on need or merit or both

* May require an institutional application or
International CSS Profile

* On or off campus work may be available for
DACA students

* Availability of institutional aid varies widely;
student should always check with the school

ASFAA
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If you get this question from a DACA student:
“Should | file the FAFSA?”

* You should say:

* |f you plan to go to school in Oregon, you should file
the ORSAA

« Some schools may use the FAFSA to determine
eligibility for institutional funds for DACA students;
check with the school

« Some schools may use the CSS Profile to
determine eligibility for institutional funds for DACA
students; check with the school

OASFAA : ?jE
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Changes in Federal &
State Aid
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Changes in Federal & State Aid

« Maximum Pell Grant will be $5,920

* Federal Perkins Loan program due to sunset
September 30, 2017

* New legislation in late 2015 extended program for
two years and eliminated all grandfathering
provisions

* Oregon Promise

* Funding for Oregon Promise for the 2017-18
academic year is subject to Oregon Legislative
approval; more information will be available in

spring, 2017
OASFAA : ?:E
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Questions?

LASFAA
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