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CALL TO ORDER 
Commissioner Shilts called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m. Having a quorum, the meeting proceeded.  
 
COMMISSION CHAIR’S REPORT 
Commissioner Lemos had no report to give. 
 
ODA ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 
 
Program Activity 
Alan Contreras, ODA Administrator, currently has two schools operating in other states that want to 
establish a campus in Oregon. One of the schools that have applied is the osteopathic medical school, 
Western Health Sciences University. Two fine art organizations would also like to start offering degrees in 
the state of Oregon. One is a theater program and the other is music related.  
 
Mr. Contreras is assisting the Department of Justice on a credentials case in the Portland area, and is also 
working with the Multnomah County District Attorney on another case involving the use of fake credentials.  
The case involving the use of fake credentials in Bend has been resolved. 
 
Mr. Contreras will be presenting on the topic of interstate reciprocity and distance-education at a conference 
in Minnesota April 26-28. Mr. Contreras has been asked to conduct a training session for Oregon lawyers in 
November. The topic will be how to tell fake credentials from real ones. At the July Commission meeting, 
Mr. Contreras will have a rule hearing on several rules. 
   
Proposed Telecommuting Agreement 
Mr. Contreras stated that Mr. Johnson has spoken with human resources and legal counsel to confirm that 
there is nothing in the statute that precludes the Commission from assigning the ODA Administrator’s direct 
supervisor. Commissioner Howard would like to have a Commissioner appointed as the ODA 
Administrator’s direct liaison. This model was used in the past with former Commissioner Edvalson. Mr. 



Edvalson would meet with Mr. Contreras before each Commission meeting and contact Mr. Contreras 
periodically for brief overviews of his current cases. Commissioner Burns stated her concern for the timely 
manner in which calls would be received when Mr. Contreras was unavailable to answer the phone. Ms. 
Burns suggested the use of call forwarding. Mr. Contreras announced that the position of Program Analyst 2 
for ODA has been advertised; when this position is filled it will eliminate the risk of inquiries being delayed. 
The telecommuting agreement will be on a future Commission agenda when needed to work through the 
details. The Commissioners can contact Mr. Edvalson to discuss the past delegate model.  
 
Commissioner Shilts moved to accept the telecommuting proposal in principle. Commissioner Sharples 
seconded the motion. In Favor: Commissioner Lemos, Shilts, Sharples, Miller, Burns and Howard. Opposed: 
Commissioner Melton. The motion passed six to one.  
 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
 
Legislative Concepts proposed in April: 

• ODA Placeholder 
In the case of the Department of Justice requesting a concept from OSAC to move ODA and bring it 
together with the Oregon Department of Education (ODE).  
 
Commissioner Howard moved to reject the ODA move to ODE and end the discussion with ODE. 
Commissioner Shilts seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.  The Commission 
instructed Mr. Contreras to inform ODE of the vote.  
 

• OOG/SRM place holder 
Revised methods used to allocate budgeted funds in order to limit over commitment of funds in any 
one quarter or semester and provide greater predictability for expenditures over a biennium. 
 
Mr. Johnson stated that OSAC feels the need for a placeholder going forward on the SRM that 
determines eligibility for the OOG. The Steering Committee in the next few months may come up 
with some recommendations that require statutory changes. The Steering Committee would then 
bring those recommendations before the Commission, but the Commission would have no vehicle to 
get them before the Legislature without the placeholder legislative concept.  
 
Susan Degen reminded the Commission that a placeholder is just a paperwork deadline; the 
placeholder language does not have to be finished until June 14, 2010. The Steering Committee has 
talked about changing the language about the student share. Right now in statute the student share 
includes a loan component, but only for students that are attending 4-year institutions.  There is no 
loan component for community college students. The Steering Committee thinks that it may make 
sense that all students have some kind of loan component. It would take a change in statute to add the 
option of considering loan for community college students. The Governor will ultimately decide 
which legislative concepts will actually be submitted, to move forward into statute or a legislative 
bill.  
 
Commissioner Howard made the motion to accept the placeholder for the OOG/SRM place holder.  
Commissioner Shilts seconded. The motion passed unanimously.  
 

• Technical corrections to statute 
Creates separate sections in statue for the Deceased and Disabled Public Safety Officer (DDPSO) 
program and the Former Foster Youth (FFY) program, so that the funding is clear. Currently, funding 
for DDPSO comes out of OOG; FFY has not been funded since the 2001-03 biennium.  
 



Commissioner Shilts moved to approve the changes in statute. Commissioner Melton seconded. The 
motion passed unanimously. 
 

Budget Update 
Anna Houpt, OSAC Fiscal Services, presented the policy packages preview and the quarterly budget report. 
The policy packages will be on the May Commission meeting agenda for approval.  
 
ASPIRE Special Projects Update 
GEAR UP is funding the eASPIRE and the Getting Ready to ASPIRE programs. Alyse Stone, ASPIRE 
Special Projects Coordinator, informed the Commission that the funding for the project is in the first year of 
a five-year funded project. The eASPIRE program offers the ASPIRE program to rural locations utilizing the 
Internet. One unique feature of the eASPIRE program is the ability for the mentors to be corporate partners 
and community organizations, located throughout the region. Use of the Internet will provide the ability to 
match the mentor with the goals of the student.  Four schools have been selected as pilot schools for this 
program. Getting Ready to ASPIRE is the middle school program, which will be done in a group mentoring 
style. Lori Ellis, the ASPIRE Team Lead, reported that currently106 schools participate in the ASPIRE 
program. Ms. Ellis spoke at a leadership summit in Portland and has been invited back to speak in 
Multnomah County about reaching more schools with the ASPIRE program. The director of the College 
Goal Oregon grant invited Ms. Ellis to be a lunchtime speaker to demonstrate FASFA Fridays at the College 
Goal Oregon conference next month. The success rate at current alternative schools has been very positive; 
the schools are seeing students continue on to community college. 
 
Oregon Opportunity Grant Issues 
Mr. Johnson presented the action item to establish an Appeals Committee that would review award denials 
due to missed application deadlines or other program eligibility requirements. If the committee believes the 
appeal has merit, it would have authority to restore the applicant’s award eligibility.  The Commission 
currently has two appeals before them. Susan Degen stated that it is written in the Administrative Rules that 
anyone having been denied a grant or scholarship does have the option to appeal to the Commission. This 
may become more of an issue due to the earlier deadlines and the current economic environment. 
Commissioners have been used in this capacity in the past.  
 
Commissioner Shilts suggested that the appeals go directly to the Chair for approval or denial. The 
Commissioners would like it to go to a committee so that the Chair does not get over committed.  
 
Commissioner Lemos asked for Commissioner volunteers for the appeals committee. Commissioner 
Sharples and Commissioner Melton volunteered for the positions.  Susan Degen, Oregon Opportunity Grant 
Administrator, was appointed to be the staff member on the committee.  
 
Commissioner Howard made the motion to form a subcommittee to review the appeals as they arrive. 
Commissioner Burns seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.  
 
The deadline for institutions to report OOG numbers to OSAC is Friday, April 23rd. Susan Degen will have 
compiled good solid numbers by Thursday, April 29th.  
 
Commissioner Lemos requested a phone conference next week to review the OOG figures. A special 
Commission meeting is scheduled for Thursday, April 29, at noon.  
 
Letter to the Governor 
Commissioner Howard and Mr. Johnson are collaborating on the response letter to the Governor and the 
Emergency Board (E-Board) request. The Commission needs to resolve the procedures of how it spends the 
OOG funds. The actions that the Commission is going to take will include four areas: (1) the application 



process, (2) the SRM used to determine eligibility, (3) the disbursement process, and (4) the recording 
process. 
 
A draft of the letter will be sent to the Commissioners for review prior to the Commission meeting Thursday, 
April 29.  On Monday, April 26, the Commission will inform Budget and Management, and the Legislative 
Fiscal Office about OSAC’s intent to submit the E-Board request.  
 
2010-11 funding and letter to E-Board 
Mr. Johnson and Susan Degen will have the E-Board letter to the Commissioners for review by April 30th.  
 
The May Administrative Rule hearing will address housekeeping changes for OOG rules.  One proposed rule 
clarifies the statutory change that came out at the Special Session, which permits OSAC to make half-time 
awards in years when funds are not sufficient to make awards to all eligible students.  The second change is 
to clarify in statute that OSAC has authority to make mid-year reductions of awards or set application 
deadlines if funding is limited.  
 
OTHER BUSINESS 
Executive Director Resignation 
Executive Director Dennis R. Johnson submitted his resignation to the Commission. Mr. Johnson, who has 
served as OSAC’s Executive Director since January 2006, will remain at OSAC to assist the Interim 
Executive Director during a transition period through May 21. Commission Chair Brian Lemos thanked Mr. 
Johnson for his service and praised “the impressive expansion of financial assistance and support for college 
students in Oregon” during his tenure. 
 
Commissioner Howard moved to accept Mr. Johnson’s resignation. Commissioner Melton seconded the 
motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 
Interim position 
Commissioner Howard and Commissioner Burns were designated by Chair Lemos to look at possible 
interim candidates for the OSAC Executive Director’s position.  After complete background and reference 
checks, the recommendation for the Interim Executive Director is Mike Marsh. Mr. Marsh has 35 years of 
experience in financial management, primarily with state government. He served as the state budget director 
from 1990 to 1993 and completed his career with the state as deputy director of the Oregon Department of 
Transportation. Mr. Marsh will serve as OSAC’s interim Executive Director until the Commission completes 
its selection of a permanent appointee expected sometime this summer. 
 
Commissioner Burns made the motion to accept Mike Marsh as the Interim Executive Director. 
Commissioner Sharples seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.  
 
Executive director recruitment 
Commissioner Lemos would like to have a permanent Executive Director in place by July 2nd or soon 
thereafter. To facilitate this selection a committee needs to be established. The recruitment consultant from 
the state Department of Administrative Services (DAS) will be Twyla Lawson. She will assist the committee 
with advertisements, vacancy notices and all the recruitment process pieces.  Commissioner Burns would 
like to have a Financial Aid representative and a staff member on the committee. Commissioner Shilts 
requested Susan Degen as the OOG Administrator to represent the staff on the selection committee. 
Commissioner Melton would like assurance that the committee not be limited to a strict timeline, to ensure 
the correct selection is made for the position.  Commissioner Sharples would like to have an updated job 
description in place prior to the position being advertised. The selection committee can address these issues 
and report back to the Commission at a public meeting to propose the avenue that the process should take.  
This will be discussed further at the Thursday, April 29, Special Commission meeting. 



 
There being no other business, Commissioner Shilts moved to adjourn the meeting. Commissioner Melton 
seconded the motion. The meeting was adjourned. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
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