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COMMISSIONERS STAFF 
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Emily McLain, OR Student Association Margie Lowe, Governor’s Office 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
Commission Chair Brian Lemos called the meeting to order at 9:33 am. Having a quorum, the meeting 
proceeded. Commissioner Glenda Melton was unable to attend.  
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Commissioner Philip Shilts made the motion to approve meeting minutes #391 December 10, 2009, #392 
January 22, 2010, #393 February 26, 2010, #394 March 26, 2010, #395 April 23, 2010, #396 April 29, 2010, 
and #397 May 3, 2010.  Commissioner Cap Sharples seconded the motion to approve meeting minutes #391, 
#392, #393, #394, #395, #396, and #397; the minutes were approved by majority vote.  Commissioner Bart 
Howard abstained from approval as he was unable to review them. 
 
CHAIR’S REPORT 
Chair Lemos thanked the Commissioners for their patience during the process of responding to the letter 
from the Governor and taking the time for the conference call meetings.  
 
Chair Lemos proposed adding two block items to the meeting agenda. The first item is a public comment 
section, allowing 10 to 15 minutes for stakeholders and interested parties to interject their comments on an 
agenda item or request an item be placed on the agenda. ODA Administrator, Alan Contreras and Mike 
Marsh, Interim Executive Director, stated that the public comments section could be used for comment on 
items that were not on the agenda, allowing the public to raise issues and bring them to the attention of the 
Commission. The second change to the agenda is a Commissioner section, which would allow the 
Commissioners an allotted time to report on activities that they have participated in between Commission 
meetings.  
 
Interim Executive Director, Mike Marsh, suggested the use of a consent calendar for items such as approval 
of minutes and administrative rules that do not contain a policy factor and have had a public hearing outside 
of the Commission meeting. Commissioners can request to have an item on the consent calendar placed on 
the agenda for discussion.   
 



 
ODA ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 
Program Activity 
Alan Contreras, ODA Administrator, stated that Kilns College has been approved for a new associate degree. 
The renewals for the American College of Healthcare Sciences in Beaverton and the North Portland Bible 
College have been completed.  
 
The hiring process for the ODA Program Analyst 2 position closes next week, interviews will take place the 
last week of June.  
 
Carolyn Sinclair will be in the office to cover ODA during Mr. Contreras’s vacation. 
 
Mr. Contreras supports the use of the consent calendar for those items that do not have a policy factor 
involved. Several ODA rules hearings are on the agenda for July.  
 
Mr. Marsh agreed to send the Commissioners an email one week before the Commission meeting, listing all 
Administrative Rule items. Commissioners can request that the item be put on the agenda for discussion. 
  
Mr. Contreras and Mr. Marsh will build an outline and send it to the Commissioners detailing the consent 
calendar process.  
 
ADMINISTRATIVE RULES HEARING 
575-031-XXXX 
OAR 575-031 
Action was requested to adopt amended series OAR 575-031.  Susan Degen, Oregon Opportunity Grant 
Administrator, discussed the amended series.   

Representative Bruce Hanna submitted a written comment.  His suggestions were accepted.  No other public 
comments were submitted. 

Commissioner Cap Sharples made a motion to adopt the amended series and Commissioner Alethia Miller 
seconded the motion.  The amended series OAR 575-031 was adopted by unanimous vote. 
 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
Mr. Marsh has a few OSAC staff interviews left to conduct; he has begun talking to stakeholders and will be 
making time to talk with each Commissioner. 
 
Mr. Marsh suggested that the Executive Director’s report be placed on the agenda directly after the Chair’s 
report, but before the public comment section; this would group the staff reports into one block. 
 
Policy Packages 
Anna Houpt presented a summary of Proposed Policy Packages for the 2011 Legislative session. The 
formula for the Oregon Opportunity Grant (OOG) will include looking at the projected rise in unemployment 
and recognizing that impact. Mr. Marsh will be looking to the Governor’s Office and DAS Budget and 
Management for guidance, but also realizes the new Governor may not move in the same direction. The 
OOG formula will be developed and presented to the Commissioners in an email within the next two weeks. 
The Commission will be requested to vote on the policy packages at the June Commission meeting.  
 
Scholarship & Access Update 
Scholarship processing is well underway with 339 of 470 programs queried and sent to selection committees.  
Award notifications are currently being posted; students can check their e-student portal for notification. In 



addition, the recipients will be sent an email notification, if OSAC does not receive a response from the 
email, a hard copy award letter will be sent.  
 
The scholarship search filter is being enhanced for the “eApp” application process next year.  
 
ASPIRE held their annual staff meeting in May. During this time Lori Ellis, ASPIRE Team lead, 
implemented 15 new policies.  
 
The ASPIRE Fall conference will be at Warner Pacific in Portland on October 1st.  We would like a 
commissioner to do a welcome for the conference. 
 
June Scholarship Training 
Vicki Merkel, Scholarship and Access Program Director, presented the Commissioners with a training 
packet for the June meeting. The training will focus on the scholarship program from the view of the donor.  
 
OREGON OPPORTUNITY GRANT ISSUES 
E-Board funding for 2010-11 
Having gone into the second-year funding amount for grants, OSAC will request from the Emergency Board 
the $5 million special purpose appropriation approved during he February 2010 Special Session. The 
message that Mr. Marsh is receiving from Legislative leadership and the Governor’s Office is that this is not 
an “emergency” situation for the May E-Board session. The feeling is that since the money will not be spent 
by OSAC before the May E-Board session, the request could wait until a later E-Board meeting and be 
considered an emergency at that time. OSAC’s presentation to the E-Board will focus on students’ need to 
make their decisions based on the intent of the Legislature to support the OOG program. Mr. Marsh said he 
would not be surprised to see the Legislature view this as a non-emergency. The Steering Committee is 
planning for the possibility that these funds will not be approved.  
 
Procedures for 2010-11 Awarding 
Suspending approval of professional judgments and using the first FASFA transaction date to determine 
eligibility are two cost controls the Commission has implemented. OSAC has notified financial aid offices 
that the OOG awards will be based on viable FASFA transactions submitted on or before each sector’s 
deadline. The only exception will be if signatures on the application were missing; OSAC is following the 
guidelines of the federal government, which processes an application without the required signatures.  
Students will need to continue to update their FASFA for other uses and programs.   
 
Internal Audit Reports for May Meeting 
Mr. Marsh reported that OSAC will continue with the Risk Assessment plan as presented by Moss Adams.  
The highest risk is directed at Information Technology. The second element is security, and the third is the 
Operations. A Risk Assessment update will be done this summer and the results will be presented to the 
Commission. Commissioner Sharples would like to have an audit done on the unpredictability of the OOG. 
Commissioner Shilts stated that in previous Commission discussions concerning auditing the OOG 
unpredictability focused on the expense of the audit, as it would be far more expensive than the internal audit 
budget allowed. The time involved in investigating each campus as to why the process is taking so long, 
would be extremely expensive. Mr. Marsh agreed that a Moss Adams audit is not the right tool to evaluate 
the OOG issues. The internal audit is in place for operational issues. Commissioner Miller asked if more 
funding could be allocated to the internal audit budget to include the OOG audit expense. Mr. Marsh replied 
that additional funds could be delegated by the Commission but he would not suggest it at this time. The 
current plan that is in place does not require an outside audit. OSAC does need to make sure we have done 
everything we can to put the maximum pressure on the stakeholders to get the information in a timely 
manner, and to make sure we have the best data and research information about what the impacts will be an 
apply those. These are achievable within the current plan. 



 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTORS POSITON ANNOUNCEMENT AND STAKEHOLDER SURVEY 
Twelve applications have been received for the position of OSAC Executive Director so far. The position 
closes May 31, 2010.  
 
OTHER BUISNESS AND ADJOURNMENT 
Commissioner Shilts will be sending the Executive Director Performance Evaluation tool to Chair Lemos for 
completion.  
 
Chair Lemos presented Commission Vice Chair Philip Shilts with a plaque and thanked him for his service 
as Student Commissioner.  
 
There being no other business, Commissioner Shilts moved to adjourn the meeting. Commissioner Sharples 
seconded the motion. The meeting was adjourned at 12:15 pm. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
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