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CALL TO ORDER 
Commission Chair Bart Howard called the meeting to order at 2:00 pm. Having a quorum, the meeting 
proceeded. Commissioner Miller was unable to attend. 
 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
Interim Executive Director Mike Marsh updated the Commission on the status of the Executive Director 
search. Mr. Marsh stated that the July 23 Commission meeting would include the final Executive 
Director interviews. Mr. Marsh previously sent the Commissioners a list of potential stakeholders to 
invite to the July 22 interview session. Commissioners having concerns about a stakeholder on the list or 
suggestions for others that should be added to the list would need to inform Mr. Marsh. Chair Howard 
stated that he was happy with the current list. Philip Shilts will attend as a former Commissioner, not as 
an OSA representative. The first two hours of the interview session will be dedicated to the stakeholders 
and the second portion will be for the OSAC staff to meet with the candidates. The candidates will be 
given time to introduce themselves, then open the floor for a question and answer period. Feedback 
about the candidates from stakeholders and staff will be gathered at the end of the sessions.  
 
The Office of Degree Authorization (ODA) Administrative Rule hearing will take place simultaneously 
with the Commission Executive Session on July 23, 2010. The Commission will meet in the Executive 
Session to conduct final interviews for the Executive Director position. The Commission will then return 
to the Columbia Room to act on the ODA Administrative Rule and announce the decision of the 
Commission regarding the Executive Director interviews. To ensure an adequate timeline the July 23 
Commission meeting will begin at 9:00 a.m.  
 
The Legislative Concept dealing with the restructuring of the ODA program has been dropped as a 
Legislative Concept. The administrator of the ODA program reports directly to the Commission; this 
direct report concerns Mr. Marsh. Mr. Marsh would like to work with the Commission to address this 
issue.  



 
 
OREGON OPPORTUNITY GRANT UPDATE 
The Legislative draft recommendation by the Steering Committee to change ORS 348.205(4) by 
deleting subparagraphs (4)(c) and (4)(d) would give the Commission more flexibility in determining 
student eligibility and award amounts for Opportunity Grants. The potential impact of this flexibility for 
the Commission depends on the scenario, of which there are many options. This included one scenario 
that, when calculated,  with equal loan amounts for students in all sectors that showed a poor outcome 
for community colleges in terms of funding. Other scenarios were looked at to see if the result would be 
similar. Depending upon the assumptions made and other variables in the formula, any sector could have 
large increases or decreases in awards. The Commission’s intent is to serve students proportionately by 
sector. The updated staff suggestions are shown in the document “Additions to Steering Committee 
Recommendations” which suggests considering wording that would allow the Commission to use 
administrative rules to communicate its intent to serve an approximately equal percentage of eligible 
students in each sector, or to have a proportional share of funds available for awards in each sector. A 
specific, detailed formula is not recommended to be put into the statute because it would be difficult to 
modify in the future.  
 
John Wykoff, Oregon Community College Association, stated that he appreciated the work by the 
OSAC staff on this issue. The current recommendation by OSAC staff includes the wording “the same 
percentage of students applying within each sector should roughly be served” has been accepted by the 
community college sector. Mr. Marsh confirmed that this wording is correct. Kathy Campbell, 
Chemeketa Community College, stated that after speaking with many community college presidents, she 
is comfortable with the change also.  
 
Chair Howard stated that this would provide the Commission with the flexibility to respond to changing 
conditions and be able to react more quickly to financial issues without having to feel constrained by 
statute. 
 
Commissioners Sharples and Melton confirmed that the wording change had addressed their concern 
during the previous Commission meeting discussion.  
 
Mr. Marsh read a portion of a document sent to the Commission by Bob Kieran, Oregon University 
System, and member of the Steering Committee. Mr. Kieran stated that the intent of the model was to 
create a need-based aid grant that would allow students to work their way through college. This is the 
concept behind “shared responsibility”. The grants must be distributed in a fair and reasonable method 
to meet student’s needs, but he also supported the change needed to give more flexibility to the 
Commission and felt that this new wording would allow for the choices that were necessary.  
 
Commissioner Sharples made the motion to move forward with the draft Legislative Concept approving 
the proposed revisions to ORS 348.205(4). Commissioner Melton seconded the motion. The motion 
passed unanimously.  
 
Additional discussion is needed before the Commission takes Legislative action with ODA.  
 
Margie Lowe, Governor’s Office, asked Chair Howard if the Commission was going to take action on 
item number 4 in the “Additions to Steering Committee Recommendations” handout, which included 
decisions about application deadlines and award dates. Ms. Lowe stated that the Commission needs to 
look at various mechanisms for moving the proposal forward to be prepared for the 2011-12 academic 



year.  Chair Howard agreed but moved this as a discussion item to a future Commission meeting. Mr. 
Marsh stated that this is not an expectation for legislation but implementation through Commission 
policy or administrative rule.  A progress report will be given at a future meeting. 
 
OTHER BUISNESS AND ADJOURNMENT 
There being no other business, Commissioner Sharples moved to adjourn the meeting. Commissioner 
Melton seconded the motion. The meeting was adjourned at 2:36 pm. 
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